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FOUNDATION GRANTS AND SIMILAR AID

Andrew Carnegie, once regarded as the richest man in the
world, asserted that he who dies rich dies disgraced. To aid him
in distributing his multiple millions, Carnegie established the first
large philanthropic foundation. Rollins was among the first colleges
in the country to receive a Carnegie benefaction.
Since the early part of this century foundations have played
a highly important role in the distribution of private wealth to
public purposes.
For more than one-half century Rollins has received grants for
many of its urgent needs and for research from Carnegie and the
various corporations he established, other foundations, institutes,
U. S. Government agencies, and corporations . . Exceeding $1,600,000
these gifts have made possible significant developments.
"A foundation may be defined," according to the Foundation
Library Center of New York, "as a nongovernmental, nonprofit organization having a principal fund of its own, managed by its own
trustees or directors, and established to maintain or aid social, educational, charitable, religious, and other activities serving the common welfare."
Carnegie Philanthropies
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In the first decade of this century the Carnegie Foundation for
the Advancement of Teaching established retirement grants for
professors. Four eminent members of the Rollins faculty received
special allowances from this Corporation: Professors Frances E.
Lord, 1908; Susan A. Longwell, 1909; Thomas R. Baker, 1911; and
Charles K. Hoyt, 1921.
Later, Andrew Carnegie established an endowment to cover the
administrative expense of the Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America. Under this retirement plan colleges match
payments by professors to create retirement funds. Since 1956
Rollins has maintained this retirement plan.
In 1905 Andrew Carnegie subscribed $20,000 for a library building conditioned on the raising of a $20,000 endowment. This condition was met and Carnegie Hall was dedicated in 1909.
In 1909 Mr. Carnegie offered $25,000 for a science building
on a matching basis similar to that of the library. This amount was
raised and the new structure, Knowles Hall, was dedicated in 1911.
Thirty-five years ago in 1927 the Carnegie Corporation appropriated $100,000 to aid colleges in the enlargement of their art
3

collections. Rollins was one of 19 institutions of higher learning
in the United States and Canada selected to share in this generous
grant.
The valuable teaching material acquired by Rollins from this
source consisted of photographic reproductions of architecture,
sculpture, and paintings (one-fourth in color) and two small collections of original material (one in prints and one in textiles). Rollins
also received some 400 standard books on art as the indispensable
nucleus of a well-balanced collection for the study of fine arts.
In 1938 the Carnegie Corporation presented Rollins with a portfolio of ORIENTAL ART of recent accessions to American museums.
This second gift supplemented the teaching and study materials
bestowed by the Corporation in 1927.
The Carnegie Endowment for International Peace has made it
possible for distinguished Visiting Professors from abroad to join
the Rollins faculty. Among these were Count Carlo Sforza of Italy,
January, 1929; Sir Herbert Brown Ames of Canada, March, 1930;
and Prince Hubertus zu Loewenstein of Germany, in the fall of 1937.
In 1930 (year of depression) the Carnegie Corporation made a
grant of $8,000, payable $2,000 annually, for the purchase of highly
desirable books. Without this assistance Rollins could not even
have. purchased some of the most essential books.
In recognition of the sound training in music, a feature of the
Rollins curriculum since 1885, the Carnegie Corporation chose
Rollins to receive a Carnegie Music Set. It consisted' of an electric
phonograph, 945 records, 81 record albums, 151 bound scores, 100
books on music, one walnut cabinet to contain the set of 81 albums,
and one four-drawer cabinet of 3,900 printed card indexes of all
records in the set.
Hattie M. Strong Foundation

Since 1932 this foundation has contributed generously to the
Scholarship Fund and to other general needs.
Mrs. Strong has also provided two dormitories: Strong Hall,
1939, $52,348.58 and Corrin Hall, 1947, $114,400.00.
Colonel Corrin L. Strong has continued annually the family
benefactions with generous gifts for critically needed faculty salaries.
Kress Foundation

A great painting, "Madonna and Child," by the 15th century
artist, Rosselli, was given Rollins in 1937 by the Samuel H. Kress
Foundation. It has since been one of the chief treasures of the
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In 1941 the Davella Mills Foundation made a pledge toward
the construction of a Student Center and Alumni House. Six years
later this foundation through its President, Dr. Paul H. Hudson,
made a grant of $500,000 for the construction and equipment of a
new library building. This benefaction was contingent upon the
raising of $575,000 to meet the minimum general needs of the College during the post-World War II period. In 1947 the conditions
were met.

In 1950 the Davella Mills Foundation gave an additional $25,000
for basement facilities in the proposed library building for a nonprofit radio station.
In 1951 the Mills Memorial Library was dedicated by Dr. Robert
M. Lester, Secretary of the Carnegie Corporation.
Elizabeth Morse Genius Foundation

Mrs. Jeannette Genius McKean has contributed, through the
Elizabeth Morse Genius Foundation and otherwise, a variety of generous benevolences.
Among the first of these was the Morse Gallery of Art, built
in 1942 in memory of the donor's grandfather, Charles H. Morse,
a long-time trustee and donor to Rollins. The $14,478.30 which
this structure cost was subsequently increased considerably to provide for additions, improvements, equipment, and landscaping.
Funds have been provided annually for the maintenance of the
Morse Gallery of Art. During the past 20 years there have been
approximately 160 exhibitions (an average of eight per year). These
were either organized, borrowed, or rented with all expenses being
assumed by Mrs. McKean or her foundation.
In 1960 $27,000 was given by the Elizabeth Morse Genius Foundation for the renovation of Cloverleaf Cottage, a three-story dormitory for women, built in 1891. The original cost of the building
was $3,000 less than the cost of the renovation and refurnishing.
This foundation has also given generously over a long period
toward balancing the budget and provided (often anonymously) for
numerous other needs.
5

Skillman Foundation

Mrs. Robert H. Skillman, a long-time contributor to Rollins for
a variety of its needs, such as faculty salaries, scholarships, and
equipment, has more recently aided Rollins through her foundation.
Her chief benefactions have been for the Rose Skillman Dining
Hall. So far she has contributed a total of $370,000 toward its cost
of $450,000.
The U. S. State Department

Among projects carried out by the Rollins Inter-American Center to support Western Hemisphere unity during World War II
were conferences of college students, motion picture and lecture
programs, and the servicing of high schools and civic clubs with
printed materials on Latin America. These events were jointly
sponsored by Rollins and the Office of the Coordinator of InterAmerican Affairs which provided grants totaling $2,197.85 toward
the cost.
Sullivan Foundation

Another foundation which has over a long period provided
Rollins with scholarships and other valuable gifts is the Algernon
Sydney Sullivan Foundation. These other gifts included the Sullivan House ($17,928.31) for conferences, a collection of antique
furniture, contributions to the library, the Conservatory of Music,
student prizes, and for balancing the budget.
The Conger Foundation

Sharing the deep interest of her father and her late mother,
in the creation of better relations among peoples of the world, Mrs.
Faith Emeny Conger continues to provide scholarships which she
initiated as an undergraduate and which bring students to the Rollins campus from other nations.
In 1959 she and her husband, Mr. Richard S. Conger, established the Conger Foundation. From this source Rollins has since
received generous benefactions for scholarships, library, and other
needs.
In 1961 the Conger Foundation gave $3,937.50 to process the
Hamilton Holt Papers, the most valuable single manuscript collection in the Rollins library.
Ford Foundation

In 1956 the Ford Foundation allotted $500,000,000 to privately
supported colleges, universities, medical schools, and nonprofit hospitals.
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Rollins, one of the more than 630 colleges and universities
selected, received $459,000. Of this amount $175,500 was for an
Accomplishment Grant, the only one awarded in Florida, one of
34 in the South, and one of 126 in the entire country .
Falk Foundation

In recent year The Maurice and Laura Falk Foundation has
made a: number of grants to finance the programs and projects for
furthering the efforts of colleges and universities in preparing students for avocational participation in party politics as a responsibility
of citizenship.
In 1957 grants for this purpose were made to only three institutions of higher education in the South: Rollins, Vanderbilt, and
the University of North Carolina. The Rollins grant was for $30,000,
payable over a three-year period. With it Rollins established a political science laboratory called the Center for Practical Politics, under
the direction of Dr. Paul F. Douglass, Professor of Government.
The purpose of this Center is the encouragement of noncareer participation in politics and for sharpening the competence of young
citizens in methods of analysis and communication.
In 1960 this grant was renewed on an annually diminishing
basis which in 1962 totaled $17,500.
An important state-wide project for which the Center for Practical Politics has been working since 1957 is the development of
the two-party system in Florida.
General Electric Educational and Charitable Foundation

In 1957 Rollins was selected to be one of twenty liberal arts
colleges in the nation to participate in a new program of grants.
The General Electric Educational and Charitable Foundation presented a total of $10,000 over a period of four years in unrestricted
grants to the Department of Physics.
National Institutes of Health

Since 1957 the basic research in organic chemistry by Dr. Donald W. Carroll, Professor of Chemistry, has been supported by the
National Institutes of Health. Grants of $33,996 have been provided
for the experiments of Dr. Carroll and his students. Dr. Carroll
has undertaken to synthesize potential anti-cancer compounds. So
far he has turned over about 75 new compounds to the Cancer
Chemotherapy National Service Center for biological tests.
Office of Naval Research

The United States Navy Underwater Sound Reference Laboratory, a laboratory of the Office of Naval Research, has supported

the research of Dr. Dan A. Thomas, Professor of Physics, since
1953. Dr. Thomas has done extensive theoretical and experimental
research on the behavior of waves in solids.
Research Corporation

In 1955 the Research Corporation of New York City awarded
a Cottrell Grant of $5,700 to Dr. John S. Ross, for a program of
experimental studies in Physics. This donation was instrumental
in initiating full-scale research activities in the science division of
Rollins College. A continuation grant of $2,000 was made in 1958.
Danforth Foundation

In 1958 the Danforth Foundation granted $10,000 to help Rollins meet one of its most urgent needs, namely, assistance to young
faculty members who have not yet completed their doctorates. To
date seven members of the faculty have received assistance which
has enabled them to proceed with their graduate studies.
The Danforth Foundation also invited Rollins to participate in
a Con£erence at Colorado College, and paid the expenses of the
Dean and three professors who attended. At this Conference each
college team developed a recommendation to take back to its own
college for consideration by the faculty and administration.
National Science Foundation

The National Science Foundation has greatly aided Rollins in
strengthening the programs in science. In 1960 $5,670 was received from this foundation for the Undergraduate Research Participation Program in Physics under the direction of Dr. John S.
Ross, Associate Professor of Physics. A grant for $4,715 was received in 1962 for the continuation of this program. In 1961 Dr.
Ross received a grant of $23,500 to be spent over a two-year period
in support of his basic research in isotope shift spectroscopy.
In 1962 Rollins was one of the first recipients in a new program of Matching Scientific Equipment Grants by the National Science Foundation. The grant of $23,160 for undergraduate instructional equipment in biology and chemistry was matched by an
anonymous donor.
For the Florida Academy of Sciences, Dr. Paul A. Vestal, Professor of Biology, is directing a grant of $14,000 to support a
Visiting Scientist Program for junior and senior high schools
throughout the state of Florida during the 1962-1963 school year.
Rollins science professors have received financial support from
the National Science Foundation to attend about 20 institutes, con£erences, and research-participation programs.
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National Science Foundation Grants
for Mathematics Summer Schools

The National Science Foundation has enabled Rollins to contribute to the nationwide efforts to produce more research mathematicians, more mathematically-equipped research scientists, and
more good mathematics teachers. At the same time Rollins has
participated in the widespread movement to modernize the mathematics curriculum at the college level to· bring its content into line
with current developments and insights.
While much progress has been made and is being made in this
direction, it is desirable and necessary to supplement current offerings on the secondary level. This is now being done through
the National Science Foundation sponsored Mathematics Summer
Schools for talented secondary school students. Such programs are
intended to equip outstanding students with a background in the
new mathematics, to inspire greater interest, and to expedite professional progress either in mathematics or in a field of science in
which mathematics plays a prominent role.
In 1961 Rollins conducted such a program which was described
in the April, 1962, issue of Mathematics Teacher.
In 1962 the National Science Foundation again sponsored a
six-weeks Mathematics Summer School at Rollins. Dr. Bruce B.
Wavell, Associate Professor of Philosophy, was director of both the
1961 and 1962 schools.
The following grants for the Mathematics Summer Schools were
made by the National Science Foundation: 1961, $7,885; 1962,
$7,620.
Atomic Energy Commission

In 1962 the Atomic Energy Commission granted Rollins $2,978
for additional equipment for measurements in the field of radioactivity. The work with radio-isotopes will be under the direction
of Dr. Herbert E. Hellwege, Associate Professor of Chemistry.
The National Science Foundation has included $2,911 for nuclear science equipment in its 1962 Scientific Equipment Grant.
Faculty Salaries, Scholarships, Books for the Library,
and Other Urgent Needs

The Presser Foundation was one of the earliest philanthropic
organizations to provide scholarships for music students, to increase
the value of musical education in colleges, and to popularize the
study of music as a profession. For more than 30 years this f oundation has granted scholarship aid through Rollins to outstanding students in music.
9

The support over three decades given Rollins by the Presser
Foundation is an example of how the Rollins program has been able
to extend increasingly its opportunities to American youth.
Mr. George M. Bunker, President of Martin-Marietta, contributed $5,000 in 1962 for scholarships through the Bunker Foundation. The Orlando branch of Martin-Marietta has generously aided
Rollins with library and other facilities.
Scholarships and other needs have been provided for by the
Cathedral Foundation, the Carle C. Conway Foundation, the Horace
E. Davenport Foundation, the Alfred I. duPont Awards Foundation,
the Edwin B. Garrigues Foundation, and the Theodore Clarence
Hollander Fund.
Financial assistance has also come from the American Foundation for the Blind and the C. M. Gooch Foundation for scholarships.
The Martin Andersen Foundation has likewise given for scholarships, faculty salaries, and for general needs. Mr. Andersen, President of Orlando Daily Newspapers, who established this foundation,
has long been a supporter of Rollins and has made distinguished
contributions to its development through his newspapers. His most
princely benefaction has been his former home on Lake Ivanhoe,
Orlando. This large Mediterranean-type building consists of 20
spacious rooms, 13 baths, caretaker's cottage, four-car garage, and
two and one-half acres of gardens. It is being considered for use
as a theoretical laboratory for a proposed space institute.
The first foundation to provide funds for Visiting Professorships to the Rollins campus was the Carnegie Foundation as previously noted.
During the Winter Terms of 1949, 1950, and 1951 Rabbi Morris
S. Lazaron came to Rollins as Visiting Professor of Religion and
Social Relations through the Louis J. and Mary E. Horowitz Foundation. Among other scholars who have made special contributions
to the intellectual life of the campus as Visiting Professors were the
following: Cesare G. Cecioni, English Literature; Dr. Laurens H.
Seelye, Philosophy; Dr. S. Gale Lowrie, Government; and Dr. Filmer
S. C. Northrop, Philosophy. They came to Rollins through the John
Hay Whitney Foundation, Elizabeth Morse Genius Foundation, and
the Harkness Foundation.
The Five Towns Foundation has made annual donations for the
Art Department since 1958.
The Tudor Foundation, on recommendation of Dr. Louis I. Dublin, has enabled Rollins to subscribe for periodicals critically needed
for classroom work.
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Other gifts for the Mills Memorial Library, faculty salaries, and
other needs have come from the Charleston Foundation (Milwaukee),
Coddington Foundation, Elser Foundation, Janirve Foundation, June
Rockwell Levy Foundation (in memory of Austin T. Levy), ReynoldsMorse Foundation, Rivco Foundation, Carlton W. Smith Foundation,
and the Tinker Foundation.
Corporation Foundations

Rollins is one among many colleges of the country which receives financial aid from family and corporation foundations. Some
of these gifts are made directly to Rollins; others are distribute<\
through the Associated Florida Private Colleges Fund. Among the
nationally known corporations in this group are: Amoco; Esso;
Food Fair; Gulf Oil; International Business Machines; Merrill Lynch,
Pierce, Fenner & Smith; Minnesota Mining & Manufacturing; Pure
Oil; U. S. Steel; and Winn-Lovett.
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